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RUTH:

FRED:

RUTH:

FRED:

RUTH:

FRED:

RUTH:

FRED:

Oh, Frederic, what shall you do? Piracy is all you’ve ever known!

Ruth, I am a man now. It is time to find my way in the world.

But you’ll need help – and I cannot leave the pirates! You know they all depend on me to manage
things. Who will care for you?

Hmmm – a wife! Yes – I shall become respectable.

A wife…respectability…oh Frederic, you are but a lad! [pinches cheek, tickles]

Please, Ruth.

Very well, but I shall remain a pirate, and find others to take your place – fare thee well, my boy! (exits)

Ah me. How shall I begin my new life? [music begins] Who’s that?
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RUTH:

MAJOR:

RUTH:

MABEL:

RUTH/PIRATES:

MABEL/WARDS:

MAJOR:

RUTH:

MAJOR:

RUTH:

MAJOR:

RUTH:

RUTH:

MAJOR:

Well, how’d’you do? I will be brief: we have come to recruit your wards.

Recruit? As sailors?

Aye!

No – as pirates – these are the legendary Pirates of Penzance!

Aaarrrgggh!

Help us, Papa, help us!

[aside] Aha! The Pirates of Penzance…I’ve heard all about them. [to Ruth] My good 
woman, d’you mean to tell me that you would deliberately rob me of my children, and 
leave me all alone?

Yes.

And me, a lonely orphan boy [sniff]

You – an orphan – no!

Yes! [a sob]

Yes?[Major weeping, nods] Oh no!

Then, my poor man, you may keep your wards. The Pirates of Penzance take pity on 
orphans.

[aside to audience] I know.
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